
Headteacher’s Review of the Year 
 

Happy holidays to you all.  Of course, you may not be able to get away for a holiday this summer, but we have 
reached the end of the school year, and so we will break from our in-school provision and home-learning     
programme for the year.  Thank you for all that you have done to support your child with their learning during 
this period of school closure.  It has been lovely to be able to welcome an increasing number of Year 10s back 
to school over this last five weeks, and I hope this will give them confidence when they return to their GCSE 
studies in September. 
 

It has certainly been a year like no other, but, despite the difficulties faced during the COVID pandemic, we 
have much to celebrate at Ludlow School, with a beautiful new building, and an excellent report from Ofsted.   
 

The end of the year is always tinged with sadness, as we say our farewells to colleagues.  Mr Smith and Mr  
Oakley are retiring this summer, both having taught for over three decades.  We thank them for the passion 
they have brought to teaching, and the thousands of lives they have helped shape between them, since they 
joined the profession in the late 1980s.  We will also send our best wishes to Mr Tozer, as he travels to         
Tanzania to teach PE, and to Miss Lewis, one of our Teaching Assistants, who has decided to study to be a 
teacher, after her time with us.  We send our best wishes and thanks to them all. 
 

In September, we will be welcoming Mr Webb to the Humanities Faculty, Miss Rosevere, who will teach        
Science, and Mr Moseley, in the PE department.  Mrs Duodu will be covering a Maternity Leave in the Maths 
department.   
 

I have provided our plan for the full opening of school in September, further on in this newsletter.  In brief, 
Year 7 will start on Thursday 3rd September with an Induction Day, and all other students in Years 8, 9, 10 
and 11 will join with Year 7 on Friday 4th September.    
 

Best wishes and thanks, Paula Hearle 

                            BEFORE                                                                                       AFTER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Summer Newsletter 

Ludlow CE School is part of the Diocese of Hereford Multi-Academy Trust  



Welcoming children back to school in September 
 

The Department for Education has announced that, from September, all children, in all year groups, will return 

to school full-time.  The guidance is clear about the measures that need to be in place to create safer              

environments in schools, and states that the risk to children themselves of becoming severely ill from Covid-19 

is very low, and that there are negative health impacts of being out of school. We look forward to being able to 

resume face-to-face teaching with all of our students.  Thank you for your support with home-learning for the 

last few months.   

The return of our Year 10 students has proved very positive, and we have now further adapted our plans to 

prepare for the return of all students.  If the situation with coronavirus changes at any point over the next six 

weeks, such that we need to revise our plans, I will contact all parents and carers with an update.  Please keep 

checking your emails, Facebook or the school website during the summer break. 

Return to School in September 

 We have in place a series of protectives measures around daily routines, alongside a full Risk Assessment; 
we will send out a Back to School video on 1st September, which will give you and your child the specifics 
of how things will be organised 

 We will be able to deliver the full curriculum in school, both the academic and the pastoral;  some        
students will need additional learning support to make up for lost learning; others will need support 
around mental health and wellbeing 

 Year groups will be spending their day in year group “bubbles”, with limited interaction with children 
from other year groups; this will lead to changes in the way we organise tutor groups in our House       
system, catering, unstructured times, extra-curricular activities and trips, and bus travel (details below) 

 Students must wear full school uniform, including shoes, and bring their own equipment, including       
tissues  

 Year 7 will start back on Thursday 3rd September.  We will meet them at the front of school, and take 
them straight to the main hall 

 All students in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 will join Year 7 in school on Friday 4th September 
 

1.      Summary of our protective measures: 
 

 For the start of the year, students will move into interim/temporary tutor groups within their House; they 
will be in a year group, rather than mixed years, as we have with our vertical tutoring structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 Staff, who will be on duty at the front of school each day, will direct students straight to tutor rooms – 
there is to be no congregating around the school site in friendship groups, before school 

 Students must clean their hands with sanitiser on entry to the tutor room, and sit at their assigned desk 
 Students are to be seated side-by-side, and facing the front; there is no requirement for social distancing 

in year-group bubbles 
 There will be no mixed year assemblies – our weekly assemblies will be delivered live to students on-line; 

specific single year group assemblies can still be held 
 When students move to each teaching room during the day, they will be required to use hand sanitiser on 

entry, and to wipe their assigned desk (and IT equipment, as appropriate) with antibacterial cleaner,     
before sitting down; there will be a supply of tissues, and lidded pedal-bins for the safe disposal of wipes 
and tissues 

 Students must not leave their seat during the lesson, and teachers will need to teach from the front; 
teachers and teaching assistants will seek to maintain a 1-2 metre distance from students 

 Students should use their own equipment, and any sharing of equipment will be avoided; any equipment 
required for practical lessons will be cleaned immediately after use 

 Teaching staff will dismiss students in a controlled way, to ensure 1-2 metre social-distancing with        
students in other year groups as they move around the school site 

 Rooms will be kept well-ventilated, with open windows and doors (only if it is safe to do so); air             
conditioning units can be used, if required 

 A one-way system for movement around the school site will be in place, with prompts for maintaining      
1-2m social-distance; any unavoidable passing in corridors will be brief and transitory, and so is             
considered low risk; rooms will be accessed directly from outside, where possible 

 Signs around school will reinforce the protocols around social-distancing, regular handwashing, (with  
running water and soap for 20 seconds), or the use of hand sanitiser, and the “catch it, bin it, kill it”       
approach to good respiratory hygiene; we would ask you to provide your child with their own tissues, for 
easy availability 

 Only two students are to access toilets at any one time; there will be supervision at break and lunchtime 
to enforce social-distancing in toilet areas 

 Students must stay outside at break and lunchtime, in designated year-group areas;  there will be indoor 
spaces for “wet lunchtimes”: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 Food will be served outside, for morning break, with social-distancing for queuing 
 Lunchtime service will be staggered, with specified times for each year group; surfaces will be wiped 

down in between sittings; it will be a cashless-only service, and catering staff will wear protective masks 
and gloves; hand sanitiser will be available for students on entry 

 Cleaning will take place twice during the day, for frequently touched surfaces (banisters and door handles 
etc.), and toilets, and a full clean of all rooms and corridors at the end of each day 



 Transport to and from school – students should be encouraged to walk or cycle to school, where possible; 
if driven by car, please use the Leisure Centre car park to drop off and pick up, and not the front of school, 
as this will now be used only for school buses 

 Students using public service buses must use face coverings; we would advise finding alternatives to   
public transport, where possible 

 There are specific protective protocols for students travelling on school buses: students must wear face 
coverings; they are to sit in year group bubbles, eldest at the back (Year 11) through to Year 7 at the front; 
they are to use the hand sanitiser on boarding the bus (provided by the bus operator), and must sit facing 
forward; they must not move around on the bus, or turn around to chat to others 

 On arrival at school, face coverings should be safely removed, and disposed of in a lidded bin, or put in a 
plastic bag to take home for washing, if it is reusable; hands need to have been washed or sanitised      
before and after removal of face coverings 

 Posters around school will remind students of the safe use and removal of face coverings 
 At the end of the school day, staff on duty will manage students in separate year group bubbles for  

boarding buses 
 Any student who cannot follow the clear guidelines for maintaining a safe learning environment, or meet 

our usual expectations of behaviour, will be dealt with in line with our Behaviour for Learning Policy;   
parents/carers may be contacted to remove their child from the school site – we cannot allow the health 
of anyone to be impacted upon by a student who cannot follow Public Health rules 

 

2.      Our First Aid protocols will be enhanced during this time: 
 

 The room to the right-hand side of the Curriculum Centre will be used only for First Aid 
 PPE will be worn by the adult administering First Aid; if the student is showing symptoms of COVID-19, 

this should include a fluid-resistant face mask, goggles, apron and gloves 
 If any student or adult becomes unwell with symptoms of coronavirus, they will be sent home                

immediately; if they need personal care until they can leave, they will be placed in a separate room,       
behind a closed door, with a window open for ventilation; gloves, an apron and face mask will be worn by 
a supervising adult, and social-distancing will be maintained; if there is a risk of splashing to the eyes, for 
example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should also be worn 

 If the child needs to use the toilet whilst waiting to be collected, they will use the toilet in the Curriculum 
Centre, and it will be cleaned and disinfected before use by anyone else 

 

3.       Finally, we will follow the Government’s guidance around attendance, shielding and our response to           
coronavirus symptoms in school: 

 

 School attendance will become compulsory from September, for all students, in all year groups 
 No young people, staff, parents, carers or any visitors can enter the school site if they are displaying  

symptoms of coronavirus (parents/carers must avoid coming into the school during school hours, or   
without an appointment) 

 Shielding advice for young people and adults who have been classed as clinically extremely vulnerable, or 
clinically vulnerable, due to pre-existing medical conditions, or who are pregnant, has been paused from 
1st August, and this group are now able to attend school in September, unless they have been given      
specific clinical or public health advice to maintain shielding – this must be shared with the Headteacher 

 If a young person or adult lives with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable, or clinically            
vulnerable, they are now able to attend school from September 

 The Headteacher must be informed immediately if any member of the school community develops    
symptoms of COVID-19 

 They will be sent home to self-isolate for 7 days; their fellow household members should self-isolate for 
14 days 

 They must access a test as soon as they are able, either online through “NHS testing and tracing for    
coronavirus” website, or ordered by telephone via NHS 119 

 If the test is negative, they can return to school, and the fellow members of the household can end their 
self-isolation 



 Where a test for C-19 is confirmed positive, the Headteacher will take swift action in contacting the local 
PHE protection team; this team will contact the school directly, if they become aware that someone who 
has tested positive for C-19, attended the school – as identified by the NHS Track and Trace 

 Where a test for C-19 is confirmed positive, the rest of the year group, and staff who have been in        
sustained, close contact with the person who has tested positive, must be sent home and advised to    
self-isolate for 14 days; the other household members of that wider group do not need to self-isolate, 
unless the child or staff member they live with subsequently develops symptoms 

 If the school has two or more confirmed cases within 14 days, or an overall rise in sickness absence, 
where COVID-19 is suspected, we may be deemed to have an outbreak, and the Headteacher, will       
continue to work with the local protection team, who will be able to advise if additional action is required 

 The Headteacher should be informed of all changes to staff and student health 
 

We are looking forward to be able to welcome all students and staff back into school in September.  Should you 

have any queries, please contact Mrs Hearle or your child’s Curriculum Learning Tutor.   

Returning to School  -  support for families 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beam 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Curriculum Update 
 No Early Entry GCSE English Literature in 2021 
For the last two years, we have been able to provide the Early Entry GCSE course in English Literature.  This 
means that students have started studying the course in January of Year 9, and have been able to take the 
GCSE exam at the end of Year 10.  Due to lost teaching time during the period of school closure, we feel that 
students would be at a disadvantage if we entered them for the exam next summer.  Therefore, Year 10     
students in September will pick up the course where they left it in March 2020, and study it across the two 
years, alongside the English Language course, ready for examination in the summer exam series of 2022.  
 

 Spanish Teaching 

The second change to our curriculum for next year is the decision made by the school’s Local Academy Board 

to offer Spanish to all students, rather than teach Spanish alongside French at Key Stage 3.  Over the last 

three years, we have seen an increase in popularity amongst students for studying Spanish at GCSE, and there 

have not been sufficient numbers of students wanting to study French to make a viable GCSE teaching group.  

We will be commit all the teaching hours allocated to languages in Key Stage 3 to the teaching of Spanish; this 

will enable students to be even better prepared for studying Spanish at GCSE. 

Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) 
From September 2020, the Department for Education has made the teaching 

of RSHE compulsory in all schools.  We have delivered RSHE for many years at  

Ludlow School, and, indeed, the Ofsted inspection, in February 2020, praised 

the structure and delivery of our RSHE curriculum. Through these subjects, we 

want to support all our young people to be happy, healthy and to stay safe – 

we want to equip them for adult life and to make a positive contribution to  

society.   You will find the full details of the content of RSHE, and how we deliver it, in the Policy document on 

our website; go to ‘Menu’ and select ‘Policies’.  Please contact Mrs Hughes, with any questions. 

Parent Governor Vacancy 
We are looking to appoint a new Parent Governor.  If you are interested in taking up the role, please email our 
Chair of Governors, Ian Jones, for more details: I.Jonesgov@ludlowschool.com 

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to admin@ludlowschool.com, if 
your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made each day of your child’s absence, not 
just the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the absence when your child returns to school, either 
as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  We ask that all routine dental and medical                   
appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a note with your 
child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   
 

Finally, a request for any changes of details, particularly mobile phone numbers and emails, to be               

communicated to us.  In some circumstances, it is really important that we are able to make contact with you 

swiftly. 

mailto:I.Jonesgov@ludlowschool.com


Uniform for September 
When we return to school in the Autumn Term, it will have been a while, for many students, since they have 
been able to put on a Ludlow School uniform.  I look forward to seeing them looking smart and ready to get 
back to the routine of school life.  The overwhelming majority of our students always wear exactly what is  
expected. Visitors to the school regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students are. I am           
immensely proud of them. There are just a couple of points that can cause an issue, and I want to make sure 
we start the new academic year without any difficulties over incorrect uniform. 
 

Trousers must not be skinny-fit for either boys 
or girls. As a guide, you should be able to slip a 
tennis ball up the ankle of the trouser, with 
ease. If it is a struggle, or impossible, they      
cannot be worn to school as uniform. Skirts 
must be of the correct fit, so that they do not 
ride up and become too short. Shoes need to be 
black shoes. If the label is Nike (specifically, the 
Nike Air Force brand), or Adidas, as an example, 
they are a sports-branded trainer, not a shoe,       
regardless of them being black. These are not 
acceptable as school shoes. Please ensure socks 
are black, also. It concerns me that boys, in    
particular, wear white socks so that they do not 
need to change them for PE. It is important, for 
personal hygiene, that they do change out of their sweaty sports socks. Acrylic nails will continue to be       
forbidden. I appreciate that they cost a lot to have put on, but we will not allow them to be worn at school.  
 

Clubsport, our uniform retailer, is now operating an online service, as well as through their shop in town.  
Please follow the link on our website, at the bottom of the homepage, should you wish to purchase uniform 
online.  There is also a letter from Clubsport on our website under ‘General Information’, which explains     
options available for purchasing uniform.  If you prefer to visit their shop in town, we would advise that you 
visit early in the summer holidays, as last minute shoppers may find themselves queuing outside, as the shop 
has to  limit the number of customers inside, in line with COVID-19 safety guidance. 

Terms Dates 2020-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

1st and 2nd Sept PD Days 

3rd Sept Yr7 Only 

4th September Return to School Yr8, 9, 10 & 11, with Yr7 

23rd Oct PD Day 

26th Oct - 30th Oct Half Term 

21st Dec - 1st Jan Christmas Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

Date Term 

15th - 19th Feb Half Term 

22nd Feb Return to School 

2nd - 16th April Easter Holiday 

19th April Return to School 

3rd May May Bank Holiday 

31st  May -  4th June Half Term 

7th June Return to School 

20th July End of Term 


