
Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year 2020 - 21, a chance to let you know about some of the                 
developments and activities in school over the last eight weeks, and to provide you with an update of what lies ahead 
after the half-term break. 
 

Despite the significant changes made to the day-to-day running of the school during the Covid-19 pandemic, we are    
delighted with how our students have settled to being back at school.  It is a joy to be running as a proper school again, 
and our students have certainly earned our strap-line of “Excellence Together”, committed to learning and working     
positively together.  Unfortunately, our Year 7s have had an interrupted start, but are appearing to become more        
confident with the demands of secondary school.  They will end the half-term with the Oakerwood activity day.  
 

Our Year 11 and 10 students are determined to work hard on their GCSE courses over the coming months, and make up 
for lost time in school last Spring and Summer.  Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our two GCSE Information 
Evenings.; your support is invaluable.  Our key message to GCSE students is #controlthecontrollables.  There is so much 
uncertainly around about how students will be examined for their GCSEs, that the message has to be that your children 
must take control and do the best they can in their studies in school, at home, and for assessments and mock                
examinations.  These may well become the main evidence used to award a GCSE grade, if the exam season needs to be 
modified, as it was in Summer 2020.  They cannot afford to hold back and think they have chance to do better in the final 
exams; this may be the closest they get to actual exams.  Year 11 mock exams run from 27th November to 11th December. 
They are being supported in their preparation for these exams with Revision Skills workshops on either 20th or 22nd      
October.  The mock exam timetable is on the school website.  We have been told by the Department for Education, in the 
last few days, that the Summer exam series will start three weeks later than usual, after the May half-term break, and 
running on later into July (7th June to 2nd July 2020). 
 

We are finding ways to adapt to providing students with the broad and balanced curriculum that they need, and we are 
still able to offer face-to-face intervention, counselling and careers meetings.  Our usual programme for Careers            
Information Advice and Guidance is being adapted, with virtual sessions from post-16 providers.  The details of Open 
Evening events at colleges in the area is on our school website, for your information.  Year 9 students will start to        
consider their GCSE option preferences for next year in November, and they will come home with a booklet detailing the 
different GCSE courses we offer.  Their teachers will give presentations in their year-group bubbles, but we will not be 
able to host the GCSE Options Information Evening for families this year, as we would not be able to effectively maintain                   
social-distancing. 
 

We have welcomed new staff to the school this term – Miss Rosevere, teaching Science, Mr Webb, teaching Geography 
and Humanities, Mr Moseley in the PE Department, and Mrs Duodu, who has been covering a Maternity Leave in the 
Maths department.  
 

We will be saying goodbye to Mr Jones, our Computing and Enterprise & Marketing teacher at half-term. Mr Jones has 
worked at the school for over five years, following a long career in Computer education, as both a teacher and part of the 
advisory team in the county.  We thank him for his commitment and passion for his subject, and we wish him our very 
best as he eases himself into retirement.  Mrs Duodu will be taking up the role as lead teacher in Computing, and         
Enterprise & Marketing, as Miss Dixon is returning to the Maths team. 
 

Please read on to learn of some of the exciting events we have enjoyed over the last eight weeks.  I hope you are able to 

find some time to relax with your children over the half-term break, and that you and your families stay well. 

Many thanks, 

Paula Hearle, Headteacher 
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News from the PE Department 
It has been brilliant to see so many students engaging with our extra-curricular 
programme, this half term.  We hope to get back to fixtures as soon as it is safe 
to do so. Our annual sports photographs for sports teams’ and individual 
sporting honours will take place on Tuesday 10th November. Photographs will 
be available to purchase from www.michaelmartin.co.uk. 
 

KS3 students have competed in their first cross-country inter-house event, for 
the year. Results are:  
 

We are extremely proud, of all of our students’ achievements so far this 
term, and encourage them to stay fit and healthy through these difficult 
times.  
 

  Yr7 Yr8 Yr9 

St Peter 1st 2nd 4th 

St Lawrence  3rd 1st 3rd 

St John 2nd 3rd 2nd 

St Giles  4th  4th  1st  

Duke of Edinburgh 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is now back up and running. Year 10 students’ rearranged expedition 
dates are:  
 
 23rd – 24th April 2021 (practice expedition)  
 7th – 8th May 2021 (assessed expedition) 
 
Students in Year 9 are now eligible to enroll onto the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. Please see       
Mrs Lewis for more details. 

Year 8 Baking Club 
Our Year 8 students have been cooking up some delicious treats this half-term, with Mrs 

Lewis and Miss Roussos.  Their apple and sage sausage rolls were particularly tasty and 

quite a challenge to produce in an hour or so, after-school.  Students made their own 

puff pastry, practising the skill of lamination when rolling out their pastry. They used 

apples from one of our Teaching Assistant's garden, and used fresh sage from the herb 

garden at school.  

Keeping Safe  -  Year 7 
Although we have not been able to deliver our full Healthy Lifestyles experience to Year 7 this half-term, students have 
been guided through how to stay safe in our community, with a visit from West Mercia Police, who delivered a     
presentation around County Lines,  and an E-Safety session given through Humanities lessons.  

Homework Club 
Homework Club takes place after-school on Mondays and Tuesdays, every 

week, from 3.30-5pm.  It has been well-attended this term, and we are able 

to keep the students in their year-group bubbles for their sessions.  Please 

do encourage your child to attend if they struggle to get organised and    

complete Homework. 

http://www.michaelmartin.co.uk


Request for Parking  -  apologies if it sounds like a grumble 
We are very fortunate that the Teme Leisure are happy for parents to pick up and drop off from their carpark.  Can I ask 
that you use the gravelled bays to the left as you drive in, please, so that paying customers can park close to the centre.  
On a similar note, only customers visiting Majestic Wines should use their carpark. 
 

The front of school should not be used by parents, please; we need safe access for buses picking 

up and dropping off students.  We would also ask that you respect the neighbours around the 

school by not pulling into their driveways, or onto the roadside, where there are yellow lines.  

We have noticed Traffic Enforcement Officers in the area, recently.  They informed us that they 

are warning parents that they will start issuing tickets if they continue to wait at yellow lines.  I 

am hoping the staggered end to school may ease congestion a little. 

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child 

is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made each day of your child’s absence, not just 
the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the   absence when your child returns to school,  
either as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  We ask that all routine dental and         
medical appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a 
note with your child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   
 

Uniform 
The overwhelming majority of our students look smart and wear exactly what is expected.  Visitors to the school 
regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students are.  I am immensely proud of them.  
 
 

There are just a couple of points that can cause an issue, and I want to make sure that the half-term can start   

without any difficulties over incorrect uniform.  Trousers must not be skinny-fit for either boys or girls.  Skirts must 

be of the correct fit, so that they do not ride up and become too short.  Shoes need to be black shoes.  If the label 

is Nike, or Adidas, as an example, they are a sports-branded trainer, not a shoe, regardless of them being black.  

These are not acceptable as school shoes. Please ensure socks are black.  It concerns me that boys, in particular, 

wear white socks so that they do not need to change them for PE.  It is important, for personal hygiene, that they 

do change out of their sweaty sports socks.  Acrylic nails will continue to be forbidden.  I appreciate that they cost 

a lot to have put on, but we will not allow them to be worn at school.   Finally, please ensure that your child wears 

a coat to school during cold weather.  Hoodies or extra jumpers are not permitted.   

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 

aim of uniform.  Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.   

Covid-19 Risk Assessment 
We continue to review our protective measures in school, and have some additions to bring to you: 
 

 We have been advised that we should continue to keep classrooms well-ventilated, with a window and door open 
(if safe to do so), even during colder weather.  The heating is now on in school, but there will be times when     
students may feel cold.  Please ensure your child has a school jumper to wear in classrooms.  They can also wear a 
white t-shirt/vest top, as long as it does not show when the shirt is fastened at the neck and the tie is in place.   

 Avoiding the sharing of equipment – please check that your child’s pencil case is re-stocked over half-term, as we 
want to avoid sharing equipment.  It would be helpful if they had a small tube of glue and paper-scissors, also.  
We sanitise the equipment between uses, but the lesson transitions would be smoother if students had their own 
stationery. 

 Face coverings – although the wearing of face coverings has still not been made mandatory in schools, I am very 
happy for students to wear face coverings around school and in lessons.  They must continue to be worn on 
school buses. 

 

Many thanks for your support with keeping our school running safely. 



Terms Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

23rd Oct PD Day 

26th  -  30th Oct Half-Term 

2nd Nov Return to School 

21st Dec  -  1st Jan Christmas Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

15th  -  19th Feb Half-Term 

22nd Feb Return to School 

Date Term 

2nd  -  16th April Easter Holiday 

19th April Return to School 

3rd  May May Bank Holiday 

31st May  -  4th June Half-Term 

7th June Return to School 

20th July  End of Term 

Key Dates 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Event 

11th Nov Yr7 & 10 Settling-In Evening 

28th Jan Yr8 Parents’ Evening 

24th Feb Yr11 Parents’ Evening 

23rd Mar Yr9 Parents’ Evening 

27th Apr Yr10 Parents’ Evening 

17th June Yr7 Parents’ Evening 

7th June to 2nd July 2021 (tbc) GCSE Exam Series 


