
Headteacher’s Welcome 
The half-term holiday is already upon us.  It has been a short, but sweet, start to the Summer term.  GCSE exams have successfully got 
underway for Year 11s, and students in all other year groups should be preparing for their Summer exams.  Tutor time activities, this 
half-term, have focused on strategies for effective revision to support students with their preparations. 
 

After a challenging Spring term, in terms of staff and student absence, attendance is beginning to bounce back.  Thank you for doing 
all you can to ensure your child does not miss any more schooling.  When I am reading through sets of Annual Reports, it really hits 
home how gaps in attendance impacts negatively on a child’s progress, particularly in the core subjects.  The Covid-19 pandemic has 
caused much disruption to schooling over the last two years, and it is imperative that we try to move forward now, and strong 
attendance is key to this.  You may be aware that Government’s White Paper for schools in 2022 has a key focus on improving  
attendance, and there are plans to strengthen statutory guidance for schools and local authorities.  I wanted to share with you this 
graphic, to show students the impact absence has on their chances of making good progress in school. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other news: 
We have welcomed a new Music teacher, Mr Figliola, to Ludlow School, this term, and we are delighted that our students are able to 
benefit from specialist teaching again.  Availability of staffing in Food Technology has been inconsistent over the last few weeks.  We 
have, however, been able to secure the services of a qualified Food supply teacher for a fixed period, and so children will be cooking 
as often as we can facilitate it, throughout the Summer term. 
 

I hope that you have an enjoyable break over the next few days.  School restarts on Monday 6th June. 
 

Best wishes, Paula Hearle  

May Half–Term Newsletter 

Dance students visiting local Primary Schools 
On the 13th May, 13 enthusiastic, GCSE Dance students visited Ludlow Primary School, before visiting             

St Laurence Primary School on 19th May, to lead a series of dance workshops with 

Year 6 children. Our GCSE Dance students had created their own workshop activities, 

including a dance piece, with a creative task that they taught to the children at each 

school. This was a rewarding experience for our students who have now                   

successfully completed their GCSE Dance course, as well as for the Year 6 children, who have been taking their 

SATs.   



Duke of Edinburgh 
This year, we have had another successful cohort of students working through the Duke of Edinburgh 
programme. Congratulations to the 20 Year 11 students who have completed their Bronze Award, this 
term.  
 

The Year 10 students spent last weekend navigating their way through the South Shropshire hills, to 

complete their practice expedition.  Over the next few weeks, they will be finishing off their skill,         

volunteering and physical sections of the awards, before carrying out their final expedition on the 18th and 19th July 2022 . 

Year 8 Book Club recommends…. 
Our latest read was Star by Star, by Sheena Wilkinson.  It was our first historical novel, and, overall, we really enjoyed 
it, as well as learning quite a bit of history.  The main character is a teenage girl, who has lost her suffragette mother 
to Spanish Flu (lots of parallels with Covid!). She is sent to stay with an aunt that she doesn’t know, in rural Ireland, 
where she tries to stay true to her suffragette principles, whilst trying to fit in with her new life.  This is an interesting 
read, and the characters are very convincing.  We scored it 8/10 
(Review by Jack Simpson, Charly Blakemore and Ruby Mason.) 

Netball Success 
After last term’s success at the County netball tournament, the Year 8 girls travelled to Shrewsbury to compete in 
the Shropshire Games Netball Finals.  
 

As representatives for South Shropshire, the girls were undefeated in their five games against the best schools 
from the East, North, Shrewsbury and Telford & Wrekin.  A huge congratulations to all the girls involved.  

West Midlands “Speak Out Challenge” Final 
On Tuesday 17th May, Evie Humphreys (Year 10) participated in the regional final for the “Speak Out Challenge”, at the Midlands Arts 
Centre in Birmingham. Evie was selected as Ludlow School’s finalist, after she performed her speech at the Speak Out workshop in 
February.  
 

The evening was a fantastic success. Evie spent some time working with thirteen finalists from other schools in the West Midlands, 
before delivering her speech in front of a panel of judges and the audience. The judges included: an executive director from BAFTA; 
the head of HR Advisory at HSBC; a lawyer; an actor and the shadow cabinet member for vulnerable children and families.  
 

The calibre of all of the speeches was outstanding, and the evening provided young people with an opportunity to share their       
opinions on topics that they feel passionately about. Topics ranged from confidence and bravery, to being proud of who you are and 
your achievements.  
 

Evie represented our school fantastically. She spoke clearly and confidently, and was a credit to both herself and the school.  

Uniform 
Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.  The overwhelming majority of our students look smart and wear         
exactly what is expected.  Visitors to the school regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students are.  I am immensely 
proud of them.  
 
 

There are just two or three specific issues currently that are cause for concern: 

 Please ensure boys wear black socks, and not white PE socks. 

 Facial piercings are not permitted.  Students must wear a clear keeper stud if they cannot remove the piercing. 

 Students can wear a single stud earring in each ear only, and one ring on their finder.  No other jewellery is permitted. 

 Long or artificial nails cannot be worn to school; they prevent students from holding a pen securely, and can cause injury in 

practical lessons. 
 

Uniform issues may  appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the aim of uniform.  

Many thank you for your support. 



Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child is too unwell 
to attend school.  This contact needs to be made each day of your child’s absence, not just the first day.  We also need written       
confirmation of the absence when your child returns to school, either as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  We ask 
that all routine dental and medical appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a note 
with your child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   
 

Finally, a request for any changes of details, particularly mobile phone numbers and emails, to be communicated to us.  In some   

circumstances, it is really important that we are able to make contact with you swiftly. 

Parking 
We are very fortunate that the Teme Leisure are happy for parents to pick up and drop off from their carpark.  Can I ask that you use 
the newly re-surfaced area to the left as you drive in, please, so that paying customers can park close to the centre.  On a similar 
note, only customers visiting Majestic Wines should use their carpark. 
 

The front of school should not be used by parents, please; we need safe access for buses picking up and dropping off students.  We 

would also ask that you respect the neighbours around the school by not pulling into their driveways, or onto the roadside in Burway 

Close, where there are yellow lines.   

Key Dates 2021-22 
6th June    Return to School     12th July   Y9 Healthy Life Styles B Half 
14th June  Arthog Meeting  - 6.00pm    13th July  Y10 Ludlow College Taster Day 
13th - 30th June  Y10 and Key Stage 3 Exams       Y9 Sports Day - AM Field Events 
16th June   Y7 Parents’ Evening (tutor-based)   14th July  Sports Day  - Track Events 
29th June   Y10 Sports Day - PM Field Events   15th July  Sports Day (Reserve) 
30th June   Leavers’ Day      18th July  Y9 SLB vaccinations 
1st July   Y11 Summer Ball and Y8 Arthog Trip departs 19th July  Awards Evening - 6.00pm  
4th July   Arthog trip returns     20th July  Last day of Term 
4th  - 8th July  Y10 Work Experience Week    7th September Y7 and Y11 first day of Autumn Term 
11th July  Y9 Healthy Life Styles A Half    8th September All year groups return 
   Y7 - AM & Y8 - PM Sports Day Field Events 

 


