
News from the Headteacher 
Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year 2022-23, a chance to let you know about some of the                   
developments and activities in school over the last 7 weeks, and to provide you with an update of what lies ahead after 
the half-term break. 
 

The term has started well, with strong school attendance against national figures.  Our focus has been upon settling     
students to the demands of their learning and, particularly for all the new students to the school, making sure they feel 
confident and supported.  We have had the largest Year 7 intake in a number of years, along with a record number of 
admissions in September, to other year groups.  It would appear, from conversations with new parents, that we have  
become the local school of choice.  We are very proud to hear this.  We will be sending out a link for our online Parent 
View feedback in November, to gather your thoughts about the school. 
 

Our Open Evening at the end of September was exceptionally well attended, with standing-room only for the talk in the 
hall.   The students who spoke on the evening, our ambassador tour guides, and the dozens who helped in different  
classroom activities, were an absolute credit to the school; thank you for collecting your child  at the end of the evening.   
Our Year 11 and 10 students are determined to work hard on their GCSE courses over the coming months, and live up to 
the Year 11’s chosen hashtag for the year #GOAT (#greatestofalltime).  You may have seen headlines in the news,        
recently,  regarding the decisions that have been made about exams in Summer 2023. The Government, the exams      
regulator, Ofqual, and the exam boards have confirmed that grade standards will be in line with grades in 2019.  This 
means that students have the same chance of getting a grade 9 or 5 at GCSE and equivalent qualifications, as in 2019.  
Formula sheets will be provided in the GCSE maths, physics, and combined sciences exams, meaning that students will 
not need to memorise these formulae or equations.  Advance information about where to focus revision, which was   
provided in 2022, will not be provided this year. Students will need to learn and revise the whole specification as normal. 
Any topic could come up in the exam.   
 

Our Year 11 mock exams run from 25th November to 9th December. Students are being supported in their preparation for 
these exams with a Revision Skills workshops on either 18th or 20th October.  The mock exam timetable is on the school 
website. 
 

Thank you to all the parents and carers who joined us for our two GCSE Information Evenings.  Your support is invaluable.  
We have identified three key areas where parents/carers can make the biggest difference:  ensuring their child’s best 
attendance, overseeing that their child completes all Homework tasks with care, and that there is a healthy sleep routine 
during the school week.  If you need support with setting up the ClassCharts Homework app, so that you can access your 
child’s Homework information, please email Mr Thomas (r.thomas@ludlowschool.com). 
 

In November, Year 9 students will start to consider their GCSE option preferences for next year, and they will come home 
with a booklet detailing the different GCSE courses we offer.  Year 9 families will be invited to the GCSE Information  
Evening on Thursday 17th November, from 6pm.  The evening begins with a short talk, giving information about the   
choices available to students, followed by the opportunity for you to visit subject specific talks on courses your child is 
interested in studying. 
 

We have welcomed new staff to the school this term – Mrs Hulm, teaching Science, and Miss Biddle, our Cover             
Supervisor. 
 

We will be saying goodbye to Ms Turner, from the Spanish department, and Ms Korola , a teaching assistant in our SEND 
team.  We thank them both for their commitment to our children at Ludlow School, and wish them the very best in their 
new roles. 
 

Please read on to learn of some of the exciting events we have enjoyed over the 7 weeks of this half-term.  The last day 
of the half-term for students is Thursday 20th October. School is closed for staff training on Friday 21st October.  The new        
half-term starts on Monday 31st October 2022.  I hope you are able to find some time to relax with your children over 
the half-term break. 
 

Best wishes, Paula Hearle 
Headteacher 
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An Evening of Detection 

On 22nd September, a group of Key Stage 4 students spent the evening         

witnessing a crime with a twist in the tale. Students visited Theatre Severn in 

Shrewsbury to see a performance of ‘An Inspector Calls’. 

Students were accompanied by staff from the Creative Arts faculty and the  
English department, as the performance provided superb learning opportunities 
for both GCSE Drama and GCSE English Literature. Chris Harrison, Head of     
Creative Arts, said “It’s great to be able to take students out to see performances as it helps them see real value 
and relevance in Art and Literature. It was also a great privilege to take such polite, well-behaved students to the 
theatre – they were fantastic representatives for our school.” 

Homework Club 
Homework Club takes place after-school on Mondays and Tuesdays, every week, from 3.30-5.00pm 

Please do encourage your child to attend if they struggle to get   organised and complete         

homework.    

Uniform 
As the weather gets colder, I would ask that you ensure that your child wears a coat to school.  Denim jackets, 
leather jackets,  hoodies and extra jumpers are not permitted.   

Do contact your child’s CLT if you need support with the purchase of uniform items. 

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 
aim of uniform.  Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.   

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to                                         
admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made 
each day of your child’s absence, not just the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the      
absence when your child returns to school, either as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  
We ask that all routine dental and medical appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this 
is unavoidable, please send in a note with your child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to     
manage last minute phone calls.   

Request for Parking   
We are very fortunate that Teme Leisure are happy for parents to pick up and drop off from their 
carpark.  Can I ask that you use the bays to the left as you drive in, please, so that paying          
customers can park close to the centre.  On a similar note, only customers visiting Majestic Wines 
should use their carpark, please do not use this as a drop-off or waiting area. 
 

The front of school should not be used by parents, please; we need safe access for buses         

picking up and dropping off students.  We would also ask that you respect the neighbours around the school by not  

pulling into their driveways, or onto the roadside, where there are yellow lines.   



Ludlow School Catering 
After half-term, we will be launching our Autumn/Winter Menu 2022/23.  The 3-week 
rotational menus can be found on the website under MENU/Catering Provision.    
 

There is also a guide for parents on the website, for setting up alerts when balances 
are running low.  

https://ludlowschool.com/media/1700/scopay-parent-guide-alerts.pdf 
 

Should a student’s catering account become overdrawn, by £2.50 or more, you will receive a letter requesting that funds 
are placed on the account.  This will be followed by a reminder to clear the outstanding amount by a specified 
date.  Regrettably, if we do not receive funds, we may have to withdraw service until the debt is cleared.  However, 
should you be experiencing any difficulties in clearing the debt, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Careers News 
A very busy start to the academic year, with the earlier launch of the Year 10 Work Experience programme,    
scheduled for July 2023. A number of students have already secured placements with local employers. This is a  
fantastic opportunity for our KS4 students to tread their first footsteps on the pathway to their post-16 choices. 
The deadline for placements to be secured by students is December 5th, 2022. Paperwork is available at school 
reception, for anyone who requires another copy. 
 

Year 11 are aware of the Open Evenings and Days at our local colleges. Every student 
should make the most of such opportunities, attending at least two events. This will give 
them a much better, balanced view of what is on offer and what studying at different 
academic institutions is like. 
 

It is really pleasing to hear the amount of research that Year 11 have already undertaken 
with regard to post-16 choices and courses. A programme of support with application completion and mock       
interviews is scheduled for this term, as colleges will start to     accept course applications. Any students who would 
like a careers appointment for further guidance, please see Mrs Griffiths-Jones. 

New from the PE Department 
It has been an extremely busy start to the academic year, with a total of 41 fixtures played, across a range of sports. It is 
refreshing for students to have the opportunity to fully participate in the District, County and National tournaments, 
again, after a period of restrictions, over the last couple of years.  
 

Our U14 and U16 netball teams set the bar high, in the first few weeks, both winning their District Netball Tournaments.  
 

The Years 7, 10 and 11 football teams have gone from strength to strength and are all through to the next 
round of the English Schools National Cup Competition.  
 

And finally, our U14 netball team have qualified to represent Shropshire at the Regional netball              
tournament, in January. This is the first time we have had a team qualify for the regionals in many years.  
 

These are fantastic achievements, and we are only just at the start of the year.  
 



Year 7 Healthy Lifestyles Days and Oaker Wood 
This half-term saw Year 7 given their first opportunity to take part in the Healthy Lifestyles experience. These days, 
which occur when the other half of the year are at the team-building experience at Oakerwood, are 
a vital part of the school's focus on ensuring our students are prepared for life beyond the school 
gate. For Year 7, this meant sessions on road safety, an equality and diversity workshop run by West 
Mercia Police and an E-safety briefing. Students also had a session on growing up and puberty, and 
another workshop where they investigated their own health and fitness and were given advice on 
how to maintain a healthy lifestyle.  
 

In September, all our Year 7s visited Oakerwood to take part 
in team building activities.  The aim was to form bonds and 
friendships that will help support them throughout their time 
at Ludlow School.  Students got to know each other better 
through a range of high rope activities, zip line and raft-
ing.  The high ropes tested their determination and resilience; 
the rafting encouraged them to work in teams.  The water 

was cold, but spirits were high and it was definitely lots of fun!  

News from the Pupil Support Centre 
The PSC has had a bumper crop of vegetables and fruit from harvesting this year. 

 

We are now in the process of making soups, from our school-grown vegeta-

bles, for our annual fundraising event known as “Soup kitchen”.  

Our apple harvest has been spectacular, and crumbles are the recipes of 

choice, as they are quick and easy to cook, in an hour-long lesson.  

Year 9 Tapas Trip 
 

A few weeks into term, prospective GCSE Spanish pupils in Year 9 enjoyed a lovely 
lunch out at Parkway Tasca Bar and Restaurant, in Ludlow, experiencing new tastes, 
and using language about food with the Spanish-speaking chef. We were really     
impressed with how all the pupils who came really made the most of the cultural 
experience, and now know their    churros from their chorizo, and their tortilla from 
their aceitunas! ¡Qué rico! 



Terms Dates 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

21st Oct PD Day 

24th  -  28th Oct Half-Term 

31st Oct Return to School 

19th Dec  -  2nd Jan Christmas Holiday 

3rd Jan PD Day 

4th Jan Return to School 

20th  -  24th Feb Half-Term 

27th Feb Return to School 

Date Term 

3rd - 14th April Easter Holiday 

17th April Return to School 

1st May May Bank Holiday 

29th May  -  2nd June Half-Term 

5th June Return to School 

21st July  Last day of Term 

Key Dates 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Event 

9th Nov Yr7 & 10 Settling-In Evening 

17th Nov Y9 GCSE Options Information Evening 6.00pm 

26th Jan Yr8 Parents’ Evening 

22nd Mar Yr9 Parents’ Evening 

28th  Mar Yr11 Parents’ Evening 

3rd May  Yr10 Parents’ Evening 

15th June Yr7 Parents’ Evening 

15th May (tbc) GCSE Exam Series begins 


