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History Around Us (Sample Question Paper) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Choose a turning point in your site’s history. 

Explain how and why this changed the importance of the site, either locally or nationally. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 What challenges are there when trying to understand the appearance of your site when it was 
first created and how could someone overcome these challenges? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Imagine that an artist has been hired to do a painting showing the diversity of everyday life at 
your site, at a particular time in its past. 

What would you tell the artist to help make the painting historically accurate? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (Practice Paper 1) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Choose one important change in the way in which your site was used. 

Explain how your site was changed and why this change took place. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 What do specific features in the physical remains at your site reveal about the similarities and 
differences between it and other sites you have studied? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain how the site is significant in helping us to understand everyday life and attitudes at that 
time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (Practice Paper 2) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Imagine you are a guide at your site. 

If you want visitors to understand why your site was important in history, either locally or 
nationally, which features of the site would you show them and why? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Choose a period when your site was particularly busy. 

Explain how a historian might use the physical remains of the site to investigate different 
activities at the site during that period. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Explain what it was about the location of your site that led the people who created it to think 
that it would meet their needs. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2018) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Explain the reasons why people first created your site within its surroundings. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 How diverse have the activities and people associated with your site been throughout its 
history? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

How far do the physical remains at your site reveal the attitudes and values of people at that 
time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2019) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 ‘The development of the site over time has made it impossible for historians to understand 
when and why people first created it.’ 

How far is this true for your site? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Explain why the physical features of your site have changed over time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose one period in the history of your site. 

How far was your site typical of its type at this time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2020) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Why did people first start using your site? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Choose a significant turning point in your site’s past. 

How far did this change the site, its people or its uses? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 How far can historians use the physical remains at your site to tell the story of the site or its 
people? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2021) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 How far have the uses of your site changed throughout its history? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Explain why your site was important nationally and/or locally. 

You can focus on one period or several periods in the history of the site. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 How far does your site enable historians to understand the everyday life and attitudes of 
people who lived there? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2022) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Your site wants reconstruction drawings to show what your site looked like at a particular time 
in its past. 

Explain what you would tell an artist to include in the drawings. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 How far does your site tell us about important local or national changes? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 How far have activities on your site differed over time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  



11 

History Around Us (2023) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 How typical is your site when compared to other sites of the same type? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain how a historian could use your site to answer questions about people’s lives during 
that period. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

What are the benefits and challenges of using the physical features of your site to investigate 
how it looked at that time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (2024) 

You must clearly state the name of the site you have studied at the start of each answer. 

In your answers, you must clearly state the specific time(s) in your site’s history that you are writing 
about. 

Answer any two questions. 

1 Explain how the physical features of your site could be used by someone to produce an 
interpretation of the site that shows how it was used at a significant point in its history. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain what a study of your site reveals about the lives of different types of people at that 
time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose two different points in your site’s history. 

Explain the ways in which the site or its uses changed between these two points. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5]  
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History Around Us (Sample Question Paper) 

1 Choose a turning point in your site’s history. 

Explain how and why this changed the importance of the site, either locally or nationally. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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2 What challenges are there when trying to understand the appearance of your site when it was 
first created and how could someone overcome these challenges? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (Practice Paper 1) 

3 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain how the site is significant in helping us to understand everyday life and attitudes at that 
time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (Practice Paper 2) 

1 Imagine you are a guide at your site. 

If you want visitors to understand why your site was important in history, either locally or 
nationally, which features of the site would you show them and why? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (2019) 

1 ‘The development of the site over time has made it impossible for historians to understand 
when and why people first created it.’ 

How far is this true for your site? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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2 Explain why the physical features of your site have changed over time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

3 Choose one period in the history of your site. 

How far was your site typical of its type at this time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (2020) 

1 Why did people first start using your site? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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2 Choose a significant turning point in your site’s past. 

How far did this change the site, its people or its uses? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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3 How far can historians use the physical remains at your site to tell the story of the site or its 
people? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

  



25 

History Around Us (2022) 

1 Your site wants reconstruction drawings to show what your site looked like at a particular time 
in its past. 

Explain what you would tell an artist to include in the drawings. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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2 How far does your site tell us about important local or national changes? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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3 How far have activities on your site differed over time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (2023) 

1 How typical is your site when compared to other sites of the same type? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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2 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain how a historian could use your site to answer questions about people’s lives during 
that period. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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3 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

What are the benefits and challenges of using the physical features of your site to investigate 
how it looked at that time? 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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History Around Us (2024) 

1 Explain how the physical features of your site could be used by someone to produce an 
interpretation of the site that shows how it was used at a significant point in its history. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 

2 Choose one period in your site’s history. 

Explain what a study of your site reveals about the lives of different types of people at that 
time. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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3 Choose two different points in your site’s history. 

Explain the ways in which the site or its uses changed between these two points. 

Use physical features of the site as well as your knowledge to support your answer. [20] 

() Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [5] 
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