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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Sample Question Paper) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about Nazi propaganda? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An announcement in a German newspaper, 16 March 1934. 

Attention! The Führer will be speaking on the radio. On Wednesday 21 March, the Führer is 
speaking on all German stations from 11am to 11.50am. The district Party headquarters 
have ordered that all factory owners, department stores, offices, shops, pubs and blocks of 
flats put up loudspeakers an hour before the broadcast of the Führer’s speech so that the 
whole workforce and all national comrades can participate fully in the broadcast. 
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7 How useful are Interpretation B and Sources C and D for a historian studying the growth of 
Hitler Youth organisations between 1932 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the interpretation and the two sources as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Interpretation B 

From The Third Reich in Power by Richard J Evans, 2006. 

From July 1936 the Hitler Youth had an official monopoly on the provision of sports facilities 
and activities for all children below the age of fourteen; before long, it was the same for 14–
18 year olds. In effect, sports facilities were no longer available to non–members. Hitler 
Youth members were given special days off school for their activities. The results of such 
pressure soon became apparent. By the end of 1933 there were 2.3 million boys and girls 
between the ages of ten and eighteen in the Hitler Youth organisation. By the end of 1935 
this figure was approaching four million, and by the beginning of 1939 it had reached 8.7 
million. 

 

Source C 

Graph showing membership numbers of the Hitler Youth organisations, 1932–1939. 
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Source D 

Poster published by the Nazi government in Germany, 1938. 

The words on the poster mean: “Build youth hostels and homes”. 

 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘There was little effective opposition to the Nazis.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Germany between 1933 and 1945? [18] 

9* ‘German occupation in the Second World War was, in general, far harsher in eastern Europe 
than in western Europe.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Practice Paper 1) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about the impact of the Second World War on the German people? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

A poster published in Germany, 1943. The writing says: ‘Hard times. Hard duties. 
Hard hearts.’ 
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7 How useful are Interpretations B and C and Source D for a historian studying the work of the 
Gestapo between 1933 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the two interpretations and the source as well as your own 
knowledge? [15] 

Interpretation B 

The front cover of a book published in 1956 by a British writer, Edward Crankshaw. 
Crankshaw was part of the British Secret Intelligence Service during the Second 
World War. 
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Interpretation C 

An extract from The Gestapo and German society: Enforcing Racial Policy 1933–
1945 by Robert Gellately, 1990. Denunciation means reporting someone to the 
authorities. 

The denunciations from the population were the single most important cause for Gestapo 
arrests. The Gestapo would have been seriously held back without this public co-operation. 
The public providing information was one of the most important reasons the terror system 
worked. So the Gestapo wasn’t really a ‘dominant’ organisation; it depended on the 
continuing co-operation of German citizens. 

 

Source D 

An extract from an announcement in a German newspaper in 1936. 

The Secret State police (Gestapo) is an official machine whose special task is the 
prosecution of crimes and offences against the State. Their task is to detect these crimes, 
bring the criminals to justice and to punish them. Since the National Socialist Revolution, all 
opposition to the State and its leadership is forbidden. The Secret State Police is part of the 
struggle against threats to the State and must fight all dangers to the State. 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘The Nazis were highly successful in achieving their aims in relation to women between 1933 
and 1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

9* ‘Hitler’s position of total power by August 1934 was achieved mainly through the use of 
violence.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Germany between January 1933 and August 1934? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Practice Paper 2) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about Nazi control of German society between 1933 and 1939? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An extract from a radio report, recorded on 30 September 1933 inside Oranienburg, 
one of the early concentration camps. The report was broadcast on Germany’s 
international radio station, both in Germany and abroad. 

REPORTER: The fellow German standing before me, this convicted Communist, doesn’t 
know me and I don’t know him. He has not been coached for this but has just been called 
over to us. You don’t have to worry, you will not be punished even if you tell me that you 
are dissatisfied. You need say nothing more than the truth. 

PRISONER: Yes sir. 

REPORTER: Tell us how you feel about the food. 

PRISONER: The food here is good and plentiful. 

REPORTER: Has anything at all happened to you here? 

PRISONER: Nothing has happened to me. 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying responses to 
Nazi rule in Europe? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

Extracts from a set of regulations issued by the German police chief in the Polish 
town of Toruń on 27 October 1939. The German army had occupied the town on 7 
September. 

1. Polish inhabitants must stand aside for the representatives of German authority. The 
streets belong to the victors and not to the vanquished. 

2. Male Polish inhabitants must show their respect to the German authorities by 
uncovering their head. 

3. In shops and at market stalls all German nationals must be served first before the 
vanquished. 

4. The wearing of Polish school uniforms, of caps with Polish badges, and Polish uniforms 
by railway officials is prohibited. 

5. It is forbidden particularly for young to gather in the streets and at street corners. 

 

Source C 

A photograph taken by a US Army photographer in Rennes, France, when it was 
liberated by the Allies in 1944. The women who have had their heads shaved by 
fellow French citizens have been accused of being Nazi collaborators. 
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Interpretation D 

A 1946 poster for a French film called The Battle of the Rails. The film tells the story 
of French railway workers who sabotaged the Nazi war effort in occupied France. 
The words at the top read ‘Rene Clement’s masterpiece, for the glory of the 
railwaymen of France.’ 

 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘Hitler’s establishment of a dictatorship between January and July 1933 was achieved by legal 
means.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

9* ‘The German people did not support the war between 1939 and 1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2018) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An extract from Hitler’s speech, entitled ‘Appeal to the German people’, broadcast on 
the radio on 31 January 1933. Millions of Germans listened to the speech. 

It is an appalling inheritance which we are taking over. Fourteen years of Communism have 
undermined Germany. The task before us is the most difficult which has ever faced 
Germany. But we believe in our nation and in its values. Farmers, workers, and the middle 
class must unite to build the new Reich. 

The National Government will restore to the German people unity of mind and will. It will 
rise above position and class to bring our people again to an awareness of racial and 
political unity. It will make national discipline govern our life. 

Within four years the German farmer must be free from impoverishment. Within four years 
unemployment must be overcome permanently. 

In foreign policy the National Government will see regaining the freedom of our people as 
its highest mission. Germany will be a state of equal worth and with equal rights. 

Now, German people, give us four years and then judge us and give your verdict! Let us 
make a start. We have no desire to fight for ourselves; only for Germany! 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying total war in 
Germany between 1943 and 1945? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

From a report of a speech made by Goebbels in Berlin, February 1943. The report 
was produced by the Propaganda Ministry. Capitulation means giving up. 

The English say that the German people are resisting the government’s total war 
measures. They say the German people do not want total war, but capitulation! 

[Shouts from the crowd: Never! Never! Never!] 

I ask you: do you believe with the Führer and with us in the final victory of the German 
people? I ask you: Are you determined to follow the Führer through thick and thin in the 
struggle for victory and to put up even with the heaviest personal burdens?... I ask you: Do 
you want total war? Do you want it, if necessary, more total and more radical than we can 
imagine it today? 

[The crowd stood up and there are shouts of ‘Führer: command, we follow!’] 

 

Source C 

A British propaganda leaflet produced in 1943. The leaflet tried to justify the bombing 
of German cities to the British public. 
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Interpretation D 

From the preface of a book by historian Gotz Aly, Hitler’s beneficiaries: plunder, 
racial war and the Nazi welfare state, published in 2008. 

I was born in 1947 and still have memories of postwar Germany. People often talked about 
how they were better off during the war. ‘We were well off during the war,’ they complained. 
My mother told me that my aunt ‘got a package every few days from her husband who was 
serving in the army, which contained everything she could possibly want.’ 

It was only when I began work on this book that the truth behind these stories became clear 
to me. Hitler was able to maintain morale by sharing out the spoils of Germany’s military 
victories – the profits made from forced labour, confiscated property of murdered Jews, and 
the deliberate starvation of millions of people. Germans bombed out by Allied air raids were 
resupplied with furniture taken from Jews who had been deported and murdered. As I was 
writing this book, I found I could no longer take pleasure in several beautiful pieces of 
antique furniture in my home. 

All these benefits made Germans open to Nazi propaganda and led them to support the 
Third Reich. 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘Terror was more important than propaganda in controlling people in Nazi Germany between 
1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

9* ‘Nazi policies made the lives of German people worse between 1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2019) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Holocaust? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A  

A letter received by a Polish resistance group in 1944 from Jewish members of the 
Sonderkommando. The letter came from the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp and was 
accompanied by pictures the Sonderkommando had taken. Sonderkommando were 
prisoners forced to work for the Nazis. 

Urgent. Send two rolls of film as soon as possible. It is possible to take pictures. We are 
sending you photographs from Auschwitz-Birkenau of people who have been gassed. One 
shows a heap of bodies piled outdoors. Bodies are burned outdoors when the crematorium 
can’t keep up with the numbers of bodies to be burned. Another photograph shows one of 
the places in the forest where people are told to undress, allegedly for a bath, but in fact 
before being driven to the gas chambers. Send more film rolls as fast as you can. 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the 
establishment of the Nazi dictatorship between January and July 1933? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

The image and headline from a Nazi newspaper, published on 1 March 1933. The 
words have been translated into English below. 

 

NOW WE WILL TAKE RUTHLESS STEPS 
Communists set Reichstag alight – Communist arsonists arrested – 

Signs of a Communist uprising – Increased measures against the terrorists – 
All Communist MPs arrested – All Communist newspapers banned 

 

Source C 

An extract from an article entitled ‘A walk through Dachau Concentration Camp’, 
published in a local German newspaper in June 1933. 

The former Dachau Powder Factory has become a modern camp for political prisoners. 
Where grass and weeds once grew, neat paths have now been laid. We visited a row of 
barracks, and everywhere we saw the same picture: cleanliness, order, light and air. The 
prisoners work gladly and willingly and most of them are probably happy to have an orderly 
life, good food, and a roof over their heads. For those unclean people who oppose the Nazi 
Volk community, one term hangs over their head like a looming sword: concentration camp. 

 

Interpretation D 

An extract from a book by historian Ian Kershaw in 2008. 

The violence and repression were widely popular. The ‘emergency decree’ that took away 
all personal liberties and established the platform for dictatorship was warmly welcomed. 
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Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘The lives of all workers improved as a result of Nazi policies between 1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

9* ‘The German people supported the war between 1939 and 1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2020) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Nazi dictatorship in July 1934? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

A Gestapo report on the ‘Night of the Long Knives’ from July 1934. 

The suppression of Röhm’s plot to overthrow the Führer has been like a purifying 
thunderstorm. It has been greeted by a liberating sigh of relief by the people. Wide sections 
of the population, however, have been deeply shocked by the shooting of people 
unconnected with the Röhm revolt. It is realised these were excesses, which took place 
without the knowledge and against the will of the Führer. 

  



19 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying control and 
opposition in Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

An extract from a secret report by Socialists on attitudes in Nazi Germany in June 
1937. It was sent to Socialist leaders who were living in exile. 

The number of those who deliberately criticise the regime is very small, quite apart from the 
fact that they have no way to express this criticism. The regime controls all of the press and 
radio stations. 

Propaganda is everywhere. It does not stop people feeling discontent but propaganda tells 
them that to complain is to threaten the Third Reich – a prospect which would leave them 
horrified. They have seen what happens to the Jews and do not wish to share their fate. It 
becomes increasingly evident that the majority of the people have two faces: one which 
they show to their family and friends and people they see as reliable. The other face is for 
the authorities. The private face shows the sharpest criticism of everything that is going on 
now; the official face beams with optimism and contentment. 

 

Source C 

A painting from 1938 which was displayed in a beer hall in Munich. 

 

 

Interpretation D 

An extract from the memoirs of Henrik Metelmann, 1970. Metelmann came from a 
working-class family in Hamburg and was a member of the Hitler Youth. 

I loved it when we went on our frequent marches, feeling important when the police had to 
stop the traffic to give us right of way and passing pedestrians had to raise their arm in the 
Nazi salute. Whenever we were led out on a march, it was always into the working-class 
quarters. We were told that this was to remind the workers, but I sometimes wondered what 
we wanted to remind them of; after all, most of our fathers were workers. 
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Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘The Second World War had a negative impact on the German people between 1939 and 
1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

9* ‘The most common response to Nazi occupation was collaboration.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi rule in Europe between 1939 and 1945? [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2021) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about wartime opposition in Nazi Germany? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An extract from a leaflet made and distributed by the White Rose student group in 
January 1943. 

A call to all Germans! 

The war is coming to its certain end. Hitler cannot win the war, he can only prolong it! Do 
you and your children want to suffer the same fate as the Jews? Do you want to be judged 
by the same standards as the Nazis? Are we to be forever the nation which is hated and 
rejected by mankind? No. Reject the Nazi gangsters. Prove by your actions that you think 
otherwise. 

The better part of the nation will fight on our side. Cast off the cloak of indifference you 
have wrapped around you. Make the decision before it is too late. Do not believe the Nazi 
propaganda which has driven the fear of Communism into your bones. 

Support the resistance. Distribute the leaflets! 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the lives of 
Jewish people in Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

A 1930s sticker advertising a seaside resort in Germany. The words read, ‘The North 
Sea resort of Norderney is free of Jews’. The seaside resort was run by the KDF 
(‘Strength Through Joy’). 
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Source C 

Instructions issued in 1938 by Heydrich, who was in charge of the Gestapo. 

Secret 

Copy of Most Urgent telegram from Munich, 10 November 1938. 

To All Headquarters and Districts of the State Police and the Security Police. 

Measures against Jews tonight 

Following the attempt on the life of the German diplomat von Rath in Paris, demonstrations 
against the Jews are to be expected in all parts of the Reich. The instructions below are to 
be applied in dealing with these events: 

Only measures are to be taken that do not endanger German lives or property (synagogues 
are to be burned down only where there is no danger of fire in neighbouring buildings). 

Places of business and apartments belonging to Jews may be destroyed but not looted. 
Particular care is to be taken that non-Jewish businesses are completely protected against 
damage. 

 

Interpretation D 

An extract from an interview with Alfons Heck, who was a member of the Hitler Youth 
in 1938. The interview was carried out and televised in 1989. 

Until Kristallnacht, many Germans believed Hitler was not engaged in mass murder. The 
treatment of the Jews seemed to be a minor form of harassment of a disliked minority. But 
after Kristallnacht no German could any longer be under any illusion. But I myself never 
met a fanatic Nazi who wanted the extermination of the Jews. Certainly we wanted the 
Jews out of Germany, but we did not want them to be killed. 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘The reason why most Germans did not resist the Nazis was that they were afraid.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? [18] 

9* ‘Hitler’s position of total power by August 1934 was achieved through legal means.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Germany between January 1933 and August 1934? [18] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2022) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about wartime opposition in Nazi Germany? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An extract from a report of a local branch of the Nazi Party to the Gestapo in 1943. 

I have been informed that gatherings of young people have become more common than 
ever, especially since the last bombing raid on Dusseldorf. These youngsters hang around 
into the late evening with musical instruments and young females. Since this lowlife is to a 
large extent outside the Hitler Youth and adopts a hostile attitude towards the organisation, 
they are a danger to other young people. There is a suspicion that it is these youths who 
have been writing slogans like ‘Down with Nazi brutality’ on walls. 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi camps in 
occupied Europe? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

One of a set of 32 sketches made by an unknown prisoner in around 1943 at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. The sketches were found in 1947, in a bottle which had 
been buried. 
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Source C 

Scenes and commentary from a Nazi film about the Terezin camp in Czechoslovakia. 
The film was made in 1944 and called ‘The Führer Gives a City to the Jews’. The 
Nazis intended that the film would be shown in neutral countries during the war. 

 

The single women and the girls make themselves comfortable in their living quarters. 

 

The big sport event in the camp is football. 

 

Interpretation D 

The text from the back cover of the DVD ‘Escape from Sobibor’, made in 1987. The 
film was set in the Sobibor death camp in 1943. 

Few stories of triumph have emerged from the Holocaust but ‘Escape from Sobibor’ is one 
such story, depicting the true events that led to the mass escape from one of the most 
notorious death camps of the Third Reich. On 14th October 1943, the inmates of Sobibor in 
Eastern Poland put into action a terrifyingly ambitious plan that gave every prisoner the 
chance to escape and survive. 

Those organising the escape knew that the plan must include every prisoner – leaving no 
one behind to face revenge by the SS. This film recounts those events with accuracy. 
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Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘The lives of women and girls became worse as a result of Nazi policies.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? [20] 

9* ‘The most serious threat to the Nazis came from the Churches.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of opposition to the Nazis in Germany between 1933 and 
1939? [20] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2023) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Nazi government in March 1933? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

An extract from a speech made by Hitler to the Reichstag on 23 March 1933 about 
the ‘Law to Remedy the Distress of People and German Reich’ (Enabling Act). The 
Act would give Hitler the power to pass laws without the approval of the Reichstag. 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Reichstag! Today, the Reich Government and National 
Socialist German Workers’ Party [Nazi Party] have presented you with an extraordinary 
measure for your consideration. It is a ‘Law to Remedy the Distress of People and German 
Reich’. 

We are presenting this because strong leadership is necessary to create stability, to deal 
with the economic catastrophe and to ward off the evils of communism. The weak 
politicians in Germany have been the cause of our decay. 

Some of our planned and necessary measures currently require the approval of the 
Reichstag. But it would be inconsistent with our national uprising if the Government was 
required to request the approval of the Reichstag in every case. It is for this reason we are 
introducing an Enabling Act.  

The Government is not motivated by a desire to get rid of the Reichstag. The Government 
will only make use of this law for the implementation of vital measures. The existence of the 
Reichstag is not endangered. 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi 
occupation in western Europe between 1940 and 1945? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Source B 

A poster published in the Netherlands during occupation. The words saw, ‘Men of 
the Netherlands, for your honour and conscience! Take a stand against communism. 
The Waffen-SS calls you!’ 

The Waffen-SS was the military wing of the SS. It fought alongside the regular 
German army. 
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Source C 

An extract from an article in an illegal Dutch newspaper. The newspaper was called 
‘Our people’ and the article was published in October 1943. 

At the end of April this year, the German military commander announced that Dutch ex-
soldiers were to be transported to Germany to work as forced labourers. Those who 
resisted risked the isolation, boredom and hardship of a German prison camp. Hundreds of 
thousands of our families saw their breadwinners in danger. 

We must not underestimate our enemy. Certainly, the Germans have suffered defeat after 
defeat during the last year, but the Beast is not yet defeated. We cannot relax our 
struggles. We must persevere with fierce anger and push ourselves to the limit. 

A breadwinner is a person in a family who works to provide the money that the family needs 
to live on. 

 

Interpretation D 

An extract from a book by historian Tony Judt. The book was published in 2011. 

Typically, the Nazi occupiers joined forces with a local group within the occupied nation. In 
this way, a political group or minority that had been at a disadvantage in peacetime was 
now able to exploit the occupation to settle local scores. This also meant the Germans 
didn't always have to administer and police the local territory all by themselves: they could 
rely on others to do it for them. 

For example, in occupied Belgium, some Flemish-speaking nationalists were tempted by 
the idea of German rule as a way of breaking away from their French-speaking rulers. The 
Nazis willingly played along as it suited their purposes. They released Flemish-speaking 
Belgian prisoners of war in 1940 when hostilities ceased, whereas French-speaking 
Belgians remained in prisoner of war camps throughout the war. 

Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘Between 1939 and 1945, wartime opposition to Hitler and the Nazis in Germany was small 
scale and insignificant.’ 

 How far do you agree? [20] 

9* ‘Between 1933 and 1939, the main way the Nazis controlled the German people was by 
winning them over with popular policies.’ 

 How far do you agree? [20] 
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Living Under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 (2024) 

Answer questions 6 and 7. 

6 What can Source A tell us about Germany towards the end of the Second World War? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

Source A 

A poster published in Germany in early 1945. The words say, ‘Frontline City 
Frankfurt will be held!’ A ‘Frontline City’ was a city Hitler had declared must be 
defended against Allied attack at all costs. 
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7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi control of 
Germany in 1933? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 

Interpretation B 

An extract from the book the Nazi seizure of power by historian W S Allen, published 
in 1965. The book contains a detailed study of the experiences of the German town 
of Northeim. This extract was based on an interview with Hermann Schulze in the 
1960s. 

Hermann Schulze lost his job at a railway yard because he was a member of the Social 
Democratic Party [the main Socialist Party in Germany]. His house was searched at least 
seven times and he was questioned by the Gestapo at least twenty times. In the summer of 
1933, Schulze was given a job at a stone quarry in return for a promise to give up political 
activity. 

In the winter of late 1933, an unknown man knocked at Schulze’s door and asked for him 
by name. Schulze took him in. It was raining and the man was wet. The man described 
himself as a socialist who was running away from the Gestapo. He asked did Schulze have 
any weapons? Could he supply the names of any loyal socialists in the area? Schulze 
answered ‘no’ to each question and added, ‘I'm done with all that. All I can do is put you up 
overnight and feed you, which I’d do for any human being on a night like this’. 

In the morning, after breakfast, the man went to the door and, just before he left, turned his 
coat lapel back and showed Schulze an SS badge. Then he left without saying a word. 

 

Source C 

An extract from a set of instructions published in ‘The Oberstdorf Village and Tourist 
News’ (a small, local village newspaper) on 1 April 1933. Oberstdorf was a remote 
village and tourist resort. 

The instructions relate to the nationwide boycott of Jewish shops and businesses 
organised by the Nazis. 

The Oberstdorf NSDAP (NAZI) Action Committee will decide which shops, department 
stores and law firms are Jewish. Descendants and relatives of Jews will be counted as 
Jews for the purposes of this order. 

The following banners on lorries or trucks must be driven through the streets in the 
following order: Boycott all Jewish businesses! Don't buy in Jewish department stores! 
Don't go to Jewish lawyers or doctors! The Jews are our downfall! 
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Source D 

The front cover of the ‘Munich Illustrated Press’, published in July 1933. The caption 
says, ‘Early morning roll call (register) in the education camp’. The camp it is 
referring to is Dachau. 
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Answer either question 8 or question 9. 

8* ‘In the period January 1933 to August 1934, the passing of new laws was the most important 
method Hitler used to gain total power.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

9* ‘The key turning point in the development of Nazi anti-Jewish policy was the use of the 
Einsatzgruppen in 1941.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Sample Question Paper) 

7 How useful are Interpretation B and Sources C and D for a historian studying the growth of 
Hitler Youth organisations between 1932 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the interpretation and the two sources as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘There was little effective opposition to the Nazis.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Germany between 1933 and 1945? [18] 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

9* ‘German occupation in the Second World War was, in general, far harsher in eastern Europe 
than in western Europe.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Practice Paper 1) 

7 How useful are Interpretations B and C and Source D for a historian studying the work of the 
Gestapo between 1933 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the two interpretations and the source as well as your own 
knowledge? [15] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (Practice Paper 2) 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying responses to 
Nazi rule in Europe? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2018) 

6 What can Source A tell us about Hitler and the Nazi Party in January 1933? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying total war in 
Germany between 1943 and 1945? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘Terror was more important than propaganda in controlling people in Nazi Germany between 
1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 
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9* ‘Nazi policies made the lives of German people worse between 1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2019) 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Holocaust? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying the 
establishment of the Nazi dictatorship between January and July 1933? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘The lives of all workers improved as a result of Nazi policies between 1933 and 1939.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 

 people than those who lost out due to loss of rights and a stagnant standard of 
living. 
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9* ‘The German people supported the war between 1939 and 1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2020) 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Nazi dictatorship in July 1934? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7]  

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying control and 
opposition in Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘The Second World War had a negative impact on the German people between 1939 and 
1945.’ 

How far do you agree with this view? [18] 
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9* ‘The most common response to Nazi occupation was collaboration.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi rule in Europe between 1939 and 1945? [18] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2021) 

8* ‘The reason why most Germans did not resist the Nazis was that they were afraid.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? [18] 
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9* ‘Hitler’s position of total power by August 1934 was achieved through legal means.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Germany between January 1933 and August 1934? [18] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2022) 

6 What can Source A tell us about wartime opposition in Nazi Germany? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi camps in 
occupied Europe? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘The lives of women and girls became worse as a result of Nazi policies.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of Nazi Germany between 1933 and 1939? [20] 

9* ‘The most serious threat to the Nazis came from the Churches.’ 

How far do you agree with this view of opposition to the Nazis in Germany between 1933 and 
1939? [20] 
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Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 (2023) 

6 What can Source A tell us about the Nazi government in March 1933? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi 
occupation in western Europe between 1940 and 1945? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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9* ‘Between 1933 and 1939, the main way the Nazis controlled the German people was by 
winning them over with popular policies.’ 

 How far do you agree? [20] 
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Living Under Nazi Rule, 1933-1945 (2024) 

6 What can Source A tell us about Germany towards the end of the Second World War? 

Use the source and your own knowledge to support your answer. [7] 

7 How useful are Sources B and C and Interpretation D for a historian studying Nazi control of 
Germany in 1933? 

In your answer, refer to the two sources and the interpretation as well as your own knowledge.
 [15] 
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8* ‘In the period January 1933 to August 1934, the passing of new laws was the most important 
method Hitler used to gain total power.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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9* ‘The key turning point in the development of Nazi anti-Jewish policy was the use of the 
Einsatzgruppen in 1941.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

 


