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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (Sample Question Paper) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one of the states that were added to the USA between 1789 and 1838. [1] 

 (b) Name one of the Indian wars fought between 1861 and 1876. [1] 

 (c) Name one of the main industries that provided employment for large numbers of African-
Americans in the south after 1877. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the difficulties faced by early migrants on 
their journeys to Oregon and California in the 1840s and 1850s. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What was the impact of the Californian gold rush of 1848–1849? 

Support your answer with examples. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that the building of railroads across the Plains was the main reason for 
the destruction of the Plains Indians’ culture after 1877. 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The period of Reconstruction from 1863 to 1877 was a time of progress for former slaves in 
America’s southern states.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (Practice Paper 1) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one of the five tribes removed from the East between 1830 and 1838. [1] 

 (b) Name one of the settlements built by the Mormons in Utah, 1838–60. [1] 

 (c) Name one of the states which joined the Southern Confederacy. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the experience of African Americans living 
in the South during the Civil War, 1861–65. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did the Sioux and the United States come into conflict during the Great Sioux War, 1876–
77? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘The growth of the cotton industry was the main driving force behind American expansion 
before the Civil War.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The growth of cities was the most significant change in American history between 1877 and 
1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (Practice Paper 2) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one of the major gold rushes that took place in North America, 1838–60. [1] 

 (b) Identify one right gained by African Americans due to changes in the Constitution, 1865–
77. [1] 

 (c) Name one way in which reservations tried to change the culture of Plains Indians, 1877–
1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the removal of indigenous people from the 
East, 1830–38. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why do you think the Mormons were able to settle successfully in Utah, 1837–1860? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘The existence of slavery in parts of the United States made the Civil War inevitable.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The conflict on the Plains between 1861 and 1877 was mainly caused by white Americans 
and Native Americans competing for limited resources.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2018) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one slave state added to the USA between 1793 and 1838. [1] 

 (b) Name one Indian tribe living on the Plains between 1839 and 1860. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a difficulty faced by Homesteaders farming the Plains. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the American expansion from 1789 to 
1838. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did Reconstruction do little to improve the lives of many African Americans? 

Support your answer with examples. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘The discovery of gold was the main reason for migration to the West between 1839 and 
1860.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The most significant change for the Plains Indians in the period 1877–1900 was the 
destruction of the buffalo.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2019) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Give one example of a group of people who migrated West between 1839 and 1860. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of a way in which the lives of Plains Indians changed in the years 
1877–1900. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of how African Americans were discriminated against after the Civil 
War. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses big business in America in the years 
1877–1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did the building of the railroads have such a big impact on the Plains? 

Explain your answer with examples. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘Slavery alone caused the American Civil War.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that control and ownership of land was the most important cause of 
conflict in the early years of America, 1789–1838? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2020) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one difficulty migrants faced when travelling to the Far West in the 1840s. [1] 

 (b) Name one of the railroad companies which built lines across the Plains after 1860. [1] 

 (c) Identify one way in which US Government policies affected Native American culture 
between 1877 and 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses slavery in the years 1793–1838. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What was the impact of the Pikes Peak gold rush on the development of the American West? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that the lives of African Americans changed little during the Civil War 
1861–1865? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The main reason for conflict between Native and White Americans after 1861 was the broken 
promises of the US Government.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2021) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one US President before 1830. [1] 

 (b) Identify one important abolitionist in America between 1830 and 1877. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of an industry dominated by large corporations after 1870. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the cattle business between 1861 and 1890. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did the cotton industry expand in the southern states between 1789 and 1838? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘The reason that African Americans’ lives did not improve between 1877 and 1890 was the poor 
economy in the south.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that the main reason for conflict between White and Native Americans in 
the USA was the gold rush between 1839 and 1860? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2022) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one feature of the Plains Indians’ religious beliefs. [1] 

 (b) Name one state that fought on the Union side in the Civil War. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a cow town that grew in the 1860s and 1870s. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the way of life of Plains Indians between 
1877 and 1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did many homesteaders find it difficult to make a life on the Plains in the period 1861–
1877? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that Reconstruction was a failure between 1865 and 1877? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘In the period 1830–1838 the indigenous people responded to white settlement in the east with 
peaceful methods.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2023) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c) 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one Impact of mining on the areas where gold was found. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of how African Americans were discriminated against in the Union Army 
during the Civil War. [1] 

 (c) Name one tribe involved in fighting wars with white settlers or the US government between 
1861 and 1877. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses migration to places west of the Plains 
between 1839 and 1860. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why were there tensions in America between 1789 and 1838? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* From the 1860s onwards, the railroads were the most important reason for people settling on 
the Plains.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The growth of big business had a positive impact on the USA and its people between 1877 and 
1900.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2024) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one way in which the Lakota Sioux used the buffalo. [1] 

 (b) Name a new technology or development that helped Homesteaders survive on the 
Plains after 1861. [1] 

 (c) Identify one way in which African Americans tried to improve their lives between 1877 
and 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the American Civil War. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What was the impact of the growth of big business and/or cities during the period 1877-1900? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘The main reason the USA expanded between 1789 and 1838 was because land was taken 
from Native American tribes in wars.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘Between 1861 and 1877, Native Americans of the Plains had no success in challenging the 
US government and white settlement.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (Sample Question Paper) 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the difficulties faced by early migrants on 
their journeys to Oregon and California in the 1840s and 1850s. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What was the impact of the Californian gold rush of 1848–1849? 

Support your answer with examples. [10] 

4* How far do you agree that the building of railroads across the Plains was the main reason for 
the destruction of the Plains Indians’ culture after 1877. 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The period of Reconstruction from 1863 to 1877 was a time of progress for former slaves in 
America’s southern states.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (Practice Paper 1) 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the experience of African Americans living 
in the South during the Civil War, 1861–65. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did the Sioux and the United States come into conflict during the Great Sioux War, 1876–
77? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* ‘The growth of the cotton industry was the main driving force behind American expansion 
before the Civil War.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The growth of cities was the most significant change in American history between 1877 and 
1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2018) 

1 (a) Name one slave state added to the USA between 1793 and 1838. [1] 

 (b) Name one Indian tribe living on the Plains between 1839 and 1860. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a difficulty faced by Homesteaders farming the Plains. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the American expansion from 1789 to 
1838. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did Reconstruction do little to improve the lives of many African Americans? 

Support your answer with examples. [10] 
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4* ‘The discovery of gold was the main reason for migration to the West between 1839 and 
1860.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The most significant change for the Plains Indians in the period 1877–1900 was the 
destruction of the buffalo.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2019) 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses big business in America in the years 
1877–1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

5* How far do you agree that control and ownership of land was the most important cause of 
conflict in the early years of America, 1789–1838? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2020) 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses slavery in the years 1793–1838. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What was the impact of the Pikes Peak gold rush on the development of the American West? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* How far do you agree that the lives of African Americans changed little during the Civil War 
1861–1865? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The main reason for conflict between Native and White Americans after 1861 was the broken 
promises of the US Government.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2021) 

1 (a) Name one US President before 1830. [1] 

 (b) Identify one important abolitionist in America between 1830 and 1877. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of an industry dominated by large corporations after 1870. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the cattle business between 1861 and 1890. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did the cotton industry expand in the southern states between 1789 and 1838? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* ‘The reason that African Americans’ lives did not improve between 1877 and 1890 was the poor 
economy in the south.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2022) 

1 (a) Identify one feature of the Plains Indians’ religious beliefs. [1] 

 (b) Name one state that fought on the Union side in the Civil War. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a cow town that grew in the 1860s and 1870s. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the way of life of Plains Indians between 
1877 and 1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did many homesteaders find it difficult to make a life on the Plains in the period 1861–
1877? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* How far do you agree that Reconstruction was a failure between 1865 and 1877? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘In the period 1830–1838 the indigenous people responded to white settlement in the east with 
peaceful methods.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2023) 

1 (a) Identify one Impact of mining on the areas where gold was found. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of how African Americans were discriminated against in the Union Army 
during the Civil War. [1] 

 (c) Name one tribe involved in fighting wars with white settlers or the US government between 
1861 and 1877. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses migration to places west of the Plains 
between 1839 and 1860. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why were there tensions in America between 1789 and 1838? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* From the 1860s onwards, the railroads were the most important reason for people settling on 
the Plains.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The growth of big business had a positive impact on the USA and its people between 1877 and 
1900.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

 



37 

The Making of America, 1789–1900 (2024) 

1 (a) Identify one way in which the Lakota Sioux used the buffalo. [1] 

 (b) Name a new technology or development that helped Homesteaders survive on the 
Plains after 1861. [1] 

 (c) Identify one way in which African Americans tried to improve their lives between 1877 
and 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the American Civil War. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 
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3 What was the impact of the growth of big business and/or cities during the period 1877-1900? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

4* ‘The main reason the USA expanded between 1789 and 1838 was because land was taken 
from Native American tribes in wars.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘Between 1861 and 1877, Native Americans of the Plains had no success in challenging the 
US government and white settlement.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

 


