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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Sample Question Paper) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one type of official who was responsible for enforcing law and order in the Middle 
Ages. [1] 

 (b) Name one type of crime that the authorities were particularly worried about in the period 
1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a technological change which affected policing in the period after 
1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses how law and order was enforced in the 
period 1500–1750. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 What caused the increase in crime in the first half of the nineteenth century? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that the most important changes in the punishment of offenders took 
place in the twentieth century? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘In the period between 1750 and 1900 there were big changes in policing’. 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Practice Paper 1) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one type of punishment used in the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of how the enforcement of law and order changed in the period 
1750–1900. [1] 

 (c) Identify one new type of crime in the period after 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crime and criminals in the period 1750–
1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why were there changes in the punishment of offenders in the period 1500–1750? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that technology was the most important factor influencing changes in the 
enforcement of law and order in the period after 1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that there was little change in crime in the period 1250–1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Practice Paper 2) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one type of court in the Middle Ages. [1] 

 (b) Name one development in punishment in the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Identify one change in prisons in the period 1750–1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the changing nature of crime in the period 
1500–1750. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why have there been changes in prisons and punishment in Britain since 1900? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘There were more similarities than differences in enforcing the law between the periods 1500–
1750 and 1750–1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that urbanisation has been the main reason for changes in crime and 
criminal activity since 1250? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2018) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Identify one way in which a suspect could avoid trial in the period 1250–1500. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of the changing nature of crime in the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Name one development in punishment in the period 1750–1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crime in Britain since 1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 How much did the way law and order was enforced change in the period 1250–1500? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that economic problems were the most important factor influencing 
crime rates in the period 1500–1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The most significant changes in the punishment of offenders took place in the period 1750–
1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2019) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one type of capital punishment used in the period 1250–1500. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of an organised crime in the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Identify one example of a new crime since 1950. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the nature of crime during the Medieval 
period (1250–1500). 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 To what extent did the enforcement of law and order change in the Early Modern period 
(1500–1750)? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘There was little change in the punishments used in the period 1250–1750.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that governments have been the most important factor influencing crime 
rates since 1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2020) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one cause of vagrancy in the period 1500 to 1750. [1] 

 (b) Give one reason why people opposed a police force in the period 1750 to 1900. [1] 

 (c) Identify one change in prisons since 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crimes and criminals in the period 1250 to 
1500. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why have there been changes in types of crimes since 1955? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘There were more similarities than differences in law enforcement between the Medieval 
period (1250–1500) and the Early Modern period (1500–1750).’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that the most significant reforms to prisons happened in the Industrial 
period (1750–1900)? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2021) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one moral crime from the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (b) Identify one way that convicts transported to Australia were treated harshly. [1] 

 (c) Identify one alternative to prison introduced since 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses prisons since 1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why were some criminals able to avoid the death penalty in the period 1250–1500? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘Developments in policing in the period 1750–1900 were effective.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that there was little change in law enforcement in the period 1250–
1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2022) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Give one example of a punishment from the period 1250–1500. [1] 

 (b) Name one type of court from the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Identify one crime punishable by death under the Bloody Code. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the setting up of the Metropolitan Police 
Force in 1829. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did new crimes appear during the medieval period (1250–1500)? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘There was little change in the types of crime committed in the period 1500–1750.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* How far do you agree that there were more significant changes to prisons in the period 
1750–1900 than in the period since 1900? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2023) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one type of serious crime in medieval Britain (1250-1500). [1] 

 (b) Name one major religious, political or social change in the early modern period (1500-
1750). [1] 

 (c) Give one reason why new crimes emerged after 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses policing between 1850 and c.2015. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did different types of crime emerge in the early modern period (1500-1750)? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* How far do you agree that the purpose of medieval punishment was to humiliate the criminal? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The reason that crime levels increased in the first half of the 1800s was the growth of towns 
and cities.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]  



12 

Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2024) 

Answer questions 1 (a-c), 2 and 3. 

1 (a) Name one way criminals could avoid being executed in the medieval period (1250-
1500). [1] 

 (b) Name one reason people made accusations of witchcraft in the early modern period 
(1500-1750). [1] 

 (c) Name one development that improved policing in the second half of the 1800s. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses law enforcement between 1250 and 1750. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did transportation to Australia become a common punishment in the period 1750-1900? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

Answer either question 4 or question 5. 

4* ‘By 1750, punishments for committing crimes were harsher than they had been in 1500.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

5* ‘The main reason crime changed between 1900 and c.2015 was the emergence of new 
technology.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18]  
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Sample Question Paper) 

1 (a) Name one type of official who was responsible for enforcing law and order in the Middle 
Ages. [1] 

 (b) Name one type of crime that the authorities were particularly worried about in the period 
1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Give one example of a technological change which affected policing in the period after 
1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses how law and order was enforced in the 
period 1500–1750. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 
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3 What caused the increase in crime in the first half of the nineteenth century? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

4* How far do you agree that the most important changes in the punishment of offenders took 
place in the twentieth century? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘In the period between 1750 and 1900 there were big changes in policing’. 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Practice Paper 1) 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crime and criminals in the period 1750–
1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why were there changes in the punishment of offenders in the period 1500–1750? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (Practice Paper 2) 

4* ‘There were more similarities than differences in enforcing the law between the periods 1500–
1750 and 1750–1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* How far do you agree that urbanisation has been the main reason for changes in crime and 
criminal activity since 1250? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2018) 

1 (a) Identify one way in which a suspect could avoid trial in the period 1250–1500. [1] 

 (b) Give one example of the changing nature of crime in the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Name one development in punishment in the period 1750–1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crime in Britain since 1900. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

  



21 

4* How far do you agree that economic problems were the most important factor influencing 
crime rates in the period 1500–1750? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The most significant changes in the punishment of offenders took place in the period 1750–
1900.’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2019) 

3 To what extent did the enforcement of law and order change in the Early Modern period 
(1500–1750)? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2020) 

1 (a) Name one cause of vagrancy in the period 1500 to 1750. [1] 

 (b) Give one reason why people opposed a police force in the period 1750 to 1900. [1] 

 (c) Identify one change in prisons since 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses crimes and criminals in the period 1250 to 
1500. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why have there been changes in types of crimes since 1955? 

Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* ‘There were more similarities than differences in law enforcement between the Medieval 
period (1250–1500) and the Early Modern period (1500–1750).’ 

How far do you agree with this statement? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* How far do you agree that the most significant reforms to prisons happened in the Industrial 
period (1750–1900)? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2022) 

1 (a) Give one example of a punishment from the period 1250–1500. [1] 

 (b) Name one type of court from the period 1500–1750. [1] 

 (c) Identify one crime punishable by death under the Bloody Code. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses the setting up of the Metropolitan Police 
Force in 1829. 

Support your summary with examples. [9] 
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3 Why did new crimes appear during the medieval period (1250–1500)? 

Explain your answer. [10] 

4* ‘There was little change in the types of crime committed in the period 1500–1750.’ 

How far do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* How far do you agree that there were more significant changes to prisons in the period 
1750–1900 than in the period since 1900? 

Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2023) 

1 (a) Name one type of serious crime in medieval Britain (1250-1500). [1] 

 (b) Name one major religious, political or social change in the early modern period (1500-
1750). [1] 

 (c) Give one reason why new crimes emerged after 1900. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses policing between 1850 and c.2015. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 
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3 Why did different types of crime emerge in the early modern period (1500-1750)? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 

4* How far do you agree that the purpose of medieval punishment was to humiliate the criminal? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The reason that crime levels increased in the first half of the 1800s was the growth of towns 
and cities.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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Crime and Punishment, c.1250 to present (2024) 

1 (a) Name one way criminals could avoid being executed in the medieval period (1250-
1500). [1] 

 (b) Name one reason people made accusations of witchcraft in the early modern period 
(1500-1750). [1] 

 (c) Name one development that improved policing in the second half of the 1800s. [1] 

2 Write a clear and organised summary that analyses law enforcement between 1250 and 1750. 

 Support your summary with examples. [9] 

3 Why did transportation to Australia become a common punishment in the period 1750-1900? 

 Explain your answer. [10] 
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4* ‘By 1750, punishments for committing crimes were harsher than they had been in 1500.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 
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5* ‘The main reason crime changed between 1900 and c.2015 was the emergence of new 
technology.’ 

 How far do you agree? 

 Give reasons for your answer. [18] 

 


